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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Agrawal et al. 
(US 2002/0118656). 

Agrawal et al. discloses a communication system comprising the following features: as 
described on page 3, [0025], [0031]; page 4, [0039], [0043]; regarding claim 1, a method for 
communicating in a system that includes at least a first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 
220) connected to a packet network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE NETWORK 255), the first base 
station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) serving a first cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210), said method 
comprising: connecting a second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) to the packet 
network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE NETWORK 255); the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE 
STATION 220) automatically identifying the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220); 
receiving, at the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220), communications from a 
wireless device in the first cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210) served by the first base station (FIG. 2 A, 
BASE STATION 220); and handing off the wireless device from the first cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 
210) to a second cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210) served by the second base station (FIG. 2 A, BASE 
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STATION 220) by a two way exchange (FIG. 2 A, LINK 250) of information between the first 
base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) and the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE 
STATION 220); regarding claim 2, the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) and 
the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) exchanging information over the packet 
network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE NETWORK 255) to determine a coverage area for the second 
cell (FIG. 2A, CELL 210) served by the second base station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220); 
regarding claim 3, wherein the step of the second base station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) 
identifying the first station includes: the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) 
transmitting to a carrier database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) a message requesting 
addresses for other base stations connected to the packet network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE 
NETWORK 255); the carrier database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) transmitting an 
address for the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) to the second base station 
(FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220); and the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) 
transmitting a message to the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) using the 
address for the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220); regarding claim 4, the second 
base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) transmitting a message to a central database (FIG. 
2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) requesting an address for the carrier database (FIG. 2A, 
ADDRESS SERVER 259); and the central database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259), in 
response to receiving the message from the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 
220), transmitting an address for the carrier database (FIG. 2 A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) to the 
second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220); regarding claim 5, wherein the step of the 
second base station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) identifying the first base station (FIG. 2 A, 
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BASE STATION 220) includes: the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) 
transmitting a broadcast message on the packet network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE NETWORK 
255); and the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) transmitting a reply message to 
the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) in response to receiving the broadcast 
message; regarding claim 6, wherein the wireless device includes a computer (FIG. 2 A, 
MOBILE STATION 230); regarding claim 7, wherein the computer (FIG. 2A, MOBILE 
STATION 230) includes a personal digital assistant PDA (FIG. 2 A, MOBILE STATION 230); 
regarding claim 8, wherein the wireless device uses the mobile Internet protocol (IP) to send the 
communication to the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220); regarding claim 9, 
wherein the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) connects to the packet network 
(FIG. 2 A, BACKBONE NETWORK 255) via an Ethernet compatible interface; regarding claim 
10, a first base station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) that controls communications with one 
or more wireless devices in a first cell (FIG. 2A, CELL 210); a second base station (FIG. 2A, 
BASE STATION 220) that controls communications with one or more wireless devices in a 
second cell (FIG. 2A, CELL 210); and a packet network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE NETWORK 
255) connecting the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) and the second base 
station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220); wherein the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE 
STATION 220) automatically identifies the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 
220) after being connected to the packet network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE. NETWORK 255); and 
wherein the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) and the second base station (FIG. 
2A, BASE STATION 220) engage in a two way information exchange (FIG. 2A, LINK 250) 
over the network to hand off one or more of the wireless devices in the first cell (FIG. 2A, CELL 
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210) from the first cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210) to the second cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210); regarding 
claim 11, wherein the first base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) is further capable of 
engaging in a two way exchange (FIG. 2A, LINK 250) of information with the second base 
station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) to determine a coverage area for the first cell (FIG. 2A, 
CELL 210); regarding claim 12, wherein the first base station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) 
further transmits to a carrier database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) a message requesting 
addresses for other base stations connected to the packet network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE 
NETWORK 255), receives from the carrier database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) an 
address for the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220), and transmits a message to 
the second base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) using the address for the second base 
station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220); regarding claim 13, wherein the second base station 
(FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) further transmits a message to a central database (FIG. 2A, 
ADDRESS SERVER 259) requesting an address for the carrier database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS 
SERVER 259), receives from the central database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) the 
address for the carrier database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259), and transmits a message to 
the carrier database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259) using the address for the carrier 
database (FIG. 2A, ADDRESS SERVER 259); regarding claim 14, wherein the first base station 
(FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) further transmits a broadcast message on the packet network 
(FIG. 2 A, BACKBONE NETWORK 255), and receives a reply message from the second base 
station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) in response to the broadcast message; regarding claim 
15, wherein at least one of the wireless devices includes a cellular phone (FIG. 2A, MOBILE 
STATION 230); regarding claim 16, wherein at least one of the wireless devices includes a 
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computer (FIG. 2 A, MOBILE STATION 230); regarding claim 17, wherein the computer (FIG. 
2A, MOBILE STATION 230) includes a personal digital assistant PDA (FIG. 2A, MOBILE 
STATION 230); regarding claim 18, wherein the wireless device communicates with the first 
base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) using mobile internet protocol IP; regarding claim 
19, wherein the first base station (FIG. 2 A, BASE STATION 220) connects to the packet 
network (FIG. 2A, BACKBONE NETWORK 255) via an Ethernet compatible interface; 
regarding claim 20, a base station (FIG. 2A, BASE STATION 220) for communicating with a 
wireless device, comprising: a network interface that connects to a packet network (FIG. 2A, 
BACKBONE NETWORK 255); an antenna interface that connects to an antenna for 
communicating with one or more wireless devices (FIG. 2 A, MOBILE STATION 230) in a first 
cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210) served by the base station; a memory that includes: a program for 
automatically identifying other base stations, and a program for engaging in a two way 
information exchange (FIG. 2A, LINK 250) with one of the other base stations to hand off, from 
the first cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210) to a second cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210) served by the other 
base station, one or more of the wireless devices in the first cell (FIG. 2 A, CELL 210); and a 
processor that executes the program. See pages 1-4. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

La Porta et al. (US 6,763,007) discloses a two phase local mobility scheme. 
Menzel et al. (US 2003/0176187) discloses a connection method. 
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Sawyer (US 6,603,972) discloses a handoff method. 

Heller et al. (US 2002/0183089) discloses an improved arrangement for signaling. 
Baba et al. (US 2002/0141360) discloses a method for realizing soft handoff. 
Orsic (US 6,147,986) discloses a method for defining an address. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kwang B. Yao whose telephone number is 571-272-3182. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi H. Pham can be reached on 571-272-3 179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




